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We ought to realise that absolute truth is not
the property of any creed or school or nation ; .
the whole lesson of history is the lesson of the
danger of affirmation. The great difference be-
tween the modern and the ancient world is the
growth of the scientific spirit, and the meaning
and value of evidence. There are many kinds
of certainties. There is the absolute scientific
certainty of such propositions as that two and two
make four, and cannot possibly make five. This
is of course only the principle that two and two
cannot be said to make four, but that they are
four, and that 2 + 2 and 4 are only different ways
of describing the same phenomenon. Then there
come the lesser certainties, that is to say, the
certainties that justify practical action. A man
who is aware that he has twenty thousand pounds
in the hands of trustees, whose duty it is to pay
him the interest, is justified in spending a certain
income ; but he cannot be said to know at any
moment that the capital is there, because the
trustees may have absconded with the money,
and the man may not have been informed of the
fact. The danger of the egotist is that he is apt
to regard as scientific certainties what are only
relative certainties ; and the first step towards the